
O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

FEBRUARY 2013

FEBRUARY
Wednesday, 

February 13, 2013
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

DOC THOMPSON- Doc started High Country Anglers in 1995 think-
ing he could make a living being a fly fishing guide, and he is still 
alive. His first exposure to New Mexico was as a young child on 
family trips to Northern New Mexico and Southern Colorado. Doc's 
early trips to New Mexico influenced him in working and fishing at 
the Philmont Boy Scout Ranch in the 1980's and early 1990's. Doc 
moved to New Mexico shortly after graduating from the University 
of Missouri. 
   Doc says he's got a great presentaion about fishing streams in 
the Taos/Red River area of New Mexico.... Join us, in our new club 
location at the ELKS....Hope to see ya!

 Dead Horse Outing • March 1-3, 2013
If you are signed up for this outing, or plan on signing up please plan on paying at the 
February meeting. If you can’t make the meeting, please send a check to the DFC P.O. box. 
This is always a fun and well attended outing and a great place for families and beginners. 
Dead Horse State Park is located in Cottonwood and there are two fishable ponds and the 
Verde River runs through the park. Flies to have include damsel nymphs, hare’s ears, pheas-
ant tails, prince nymphs, copper johns, sunrise specials, peacock ladies, buggers and simi 
seal leaches.
On Saturday night DFC will provide a main dish so plan on bringing a side or dessert to 
share. Cost is $15 per night and we have reserved the group campsite for Friday and Satur-
day nights. Feel free to join us for one night, both nights, or just for a day. 
Directions from the valley: Take 1-17 north to the Camp Verde Exit (exit 287) and turn left. 
Continue about 12 miles and turn left on Main Street. Go about 2 miles and turn right on 
10th Street. Take the 2nd right onto Deadhorse Ranch Road. Go into the park and let the 
attendant know that you are with DFC in the group site. 
Cinda Howard is your host and she will start taking signups at the February meeting. You 
can reach her at flyfishing201@gmail.com

It’s February, have you donated a raffle item for the March banquet? If not, please start thinking 
about what you will contribute this year. It doesn’t have to be fly fishing related. We will take hand 
crafted items; in the past we’ve received lamps, carvings, paintings, etc. If you have a restaurant, 
barber shop, hairdresser or nail salon that you frequent, ask them to donate something. We are a 
non-profit organization and all donations are tax deductible. Myself, I will be donating some casting 
lessons and a guide day for either trout or carp.
       Unfortunately, we had to cancel our January casting event due to weather issues but we have 
other events coming up. March 1st-3rd we will be at Deadhorse, and there is a joint outing with the 
Payson club in April. Look for a casting clinic to be scheduled within the next few months as well. 
        We are still looking for new board members and will take nominations at the February meeting. 
If you would like to volunteer yourself or know someone who would make a good board member, 
speak up at the February meeting. 
          Hopefully everyone liked the new meeting hall. We had a few snafus but that is to be expected 
when you set a record attendance. We had 110 people at the January meeting! At the February meet-
ing, we will all be a little more prepared for such a crowd.
        Hopefully you have some fishing plans made for 2013. 
See you at the meeting!
Cinda

President's Drift                                                                                            Cinda Howard • February 2013

DFC FEBRUARY CLUB MEETING....
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DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Don’t miss out on the DFC 2013 Annual Banquet 
and Raffle to be held Wednesday, March 13. The 
banquet is held in a different location than our 
regular monthly meetings.  See the above map for 
location.  Come early to purchase your raffle tickets 
and bid on the items you want. 
We will have many fly fishing items, gift certificates 
and items donated by members.
This raffle is different than our monthly raffle. Raffle 
tickets are 6 for $5, 30 for $25, 70 for $50 and 140 
for $100. You will purchase tickets and place them 
in buckets for items you want to bid on.  A winner 
for each item will be drawn from each bucket.  In 
addition to the normal raffle items we will also have 
prizes for purchasing tickets in the amount of $25, 
$50 & $100.  
We will also be selling a deck of cards for $10 a card. 
The lucky person that buys the winning card will 
win a pontoon. 
We have a 50/50 raffle. Tickets will be 5 for $5. At the 
end of the night the lucky ticket holder will pocket 
50% of the money collect. Just think, this could pay 
for all your raffle tickets you purchased.
With all the raffle items and good food it is bound 
to be another good DFC Banquet/Raffle evening.  If 
your last name begins with A-R bring a dish to share 
or S-Z bring a dessert. You DFC Board will furnish 
the meat. Hope to see you there.

If you have an item to donate or question give 
Charlie Rosser an e-mail or call him:
chasr123@cox.net
480-586-7163

DFC Banquet is held at the Knights of Columbus on Chandler Blvd.
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Mark you calendars - 
San Juan River Outing for 2013

It is never too early to start thinking about our San Juan Outing.  
This years outing is scheduled for Sept 26 – 29.  

With the San Juan River located only 7 hours from Phoenix 
this is always a well attended and fun outing.  

Again this year we will be staying at Fisheads San Juan River Lodge.  
We'll have 3 options.  

Option1: 3 nights lodging 2 days guided fishing.
Option 2: 3 nights lodging 1 day guided fishing.

Option 3: Stay at Cottonwood Camp ground and fish on your own or reserve a guide with Fisheads.
Your host for this year’s trip will be Charlie Rosser.  Any questions see him at the meeting or give him 

a call at 480-586-7163 or e-mail him at chasr123@cox.net.

December DFC Outing at Canyon Lake- 
December 22, 2012
It was with great anticipation and high hopes that six DFC fishin' bums arrived at 7:00 AM 
on December for the annual club outing at Canyon Lake.  Marie Woerz and her Son Erik 
needed a little coaching to get their float tubes properly inflated and James Murphy showed us 
all just how extensively a pontoon boat can be equipped.  Who knew that one could install a 
fish finder and a self designed roller wheel mechanism for ease of getting your boat from the 
parking lot to the waters edge? Just as we were all getting ready to head for the water Charlie 
Rosser showed up with a like new 16' Lowe all decked out with a gas motor and forward 
mounted foot operated trolling motor.   Charlie was unaware that the rules state that "No 
electric or gas motors can be in possession" in the Boulders recreation area.  Tom Horvath 
showed up at about the same time also sans Skip Culbert who had come down with the gunk 
and was unable to make it.
    We all headed to our favorite "hot spots" where we were certain that we would be able to fool 
either some of the stocked trout or maybe even a late season bass or bluegill.  Alas, it was not 
to be and by noon we had all returned to the launch point without having landed a fish.  Tom 
said he thought he had a couple of bumps and I think I might have had one small take.  We 
exchanged information about all the different flies we had tried with the consensus that we 
just weren't on fish.  Fish and Game had stocked the lake with trout two weeks prior to our 
attempt and they had either all been eaten by the bass, caught by bait anglers or were hiding 
out to avoid either of those two situations. 
     As we were all loading up our gear into our respective vehicles Joe Staller, David Whang 
and his friend Todd from New Mexico showed up taking the position of the "Crack Of Noon" 
contingent.  I asked Joe to send me pictures if any of them were successful and some of our 
Doubting Thomas members are skeptical of any success unless there is a photograph to docu-
ment the fact.  Joe sent me a picture later of one 3+ pounder that he caught over by the marina 
on a simi seal leech.
    Tom said he was going to meet his wife at Tortilla Flat for lunch and invited anyone along 
who was interested.  All in all it was a fun time although no fish were landed...we all agreed 
that at least we were fishin' and not sitting at home in front of some kind of screen. I am 
always pleased with the positive attitude of the members of this club even though we got 
skunked.  Says a lot about our membership.
Keep a tight line,
Dick Brooks, DFC Fishin' Bum
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    WINTER FLY FISHING IN PHOENIX . . . by Vince Deadmond

The Lower Salt River is one of those close to home places that often gets overlooked. This is truly backyard fishing for me, and I always enjoy 
getting a few friends together for the scenery, the outdoors, and we usually manage to hook a fish or two. Since this destination is 15 minutes 
from my house I can do a spontaneous trip when it feels right. The Lower Salt River can be your fly fishing laboratory, it has large slow pools, 
fast riffles, and an assortment of fish. Fishing the Lower Salt River will expose you to almost every kind of fish found in the lakes above Stewart 
Mountain Dam. The typical catch include Largemouth Bass, White Bass, Bluegill, Chub, Carp, Sucker, Catfish, Trout, and the occasional Crap-
pie.
The Lower Salt River has multiple personalities, and it all depends on the water levels. Just when you think you have the Lower Salt figured out, 
the water level will rise or fall, and now your favorite run is dry or has too much water to wade. Much of the success for fishing this river de-
pends on the water flow and the stocking schedule. Especially in the winter time when the water can be shut off or flowing at 1600 cfs. Recently 
I enjoyed an afternoon where the flow was 155 cfs. The water was clear, I could spot fish, and I caught some stocker Trout.
Popular access points along Bush Highway heading east are Granite Reef, Phon D Sutton, Coon Bluff, Blue Point Bridge, and Water Users. 
Altogether, you have about 10 miles of river to explore and fish. Get away from the parking lots and you will find some solitude as well as some 
scenic areas. Wading here can be tricky. Some places have good footing, but much of the river has algae covered rocks, and real wading shoes 
will help you maintain an upright stance. During the winter months I will wear waders, summer months you can wet wade. Another fun trip 
for two or more fishermen is to leave a vehicle at Granite Reef your get out point, and start your float trip with a pontoon boat or U-Tube from 
Phon D Sutton.
Use the Lower Salt as your fly fishing laboratory try different flies, lines, and techniques. One of my favorite set ups is a 6 weight with a 200 grain 
line and set up to strip Clousers or Wooly Buggars. Your 4/5 weight rod with a strike indicator, weight, and two flies would be a good way to 
practice for Lee’s Ferry, and to catch some Trout at the Lower Salt. Some days you can do well with a dry fly set up. I have been known to take 
an 8 weight and target some of the monster Carp that call the Lower Salt home.
Plan a nice day trip on the Lower Salt with a few friends. The access points have ramadas, pit toilets, picnic tables, and bbq grills. Even if the fish 
don’t cooperate you can have an enjoyable time. Wild horses can be seen, as well as eagles and other wild life. Good web sites www.azgfd.gov 
Arizona Game and Fish, and www.watershedmonitor.com for current river flow information. You will need a fishing license and a $6 per day 
Tonto Pass to use the access points. The Tonto Pass can be purchased at most Circle K stores, and online. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com, or 480 982 7461.



Desert Fly Casters

Fly Tying...Back in Action!  
Fly Tying Classes will continue at Bass Pro...

For February, we will be setting up ongoing sessions that will occur on 
Tuesdays as follows:
1st Tuesday each month will be Introduction to fly tying. This class is 
intended to explain basic fly tying tools and common materials used plus 
teach how to start your thread, knots used in typing, whip finish and your 
first fly – typically a Wooly bugger but may be a Simi Seal leech or bugger if 
instructor gets bored with same thing. 
Bring your equipment if you have it. The club can supply a half dozen tool 
sets if you don’t have one yet and want to get a better idea of what to choose. 
2nd  Tuesday (the night before the meeting most months). Ongoing 
beginning tying. 
This is intended for those that have taken the fly tying basics. Each month 
one or two fly patterns will be chosen for the month’s session. These will be 
the basics you should have in your fly box, for an upcoming outing or a mate-
rial or technique to apply. 
Bringing your own tools is recommended. The club will provide material 
for two or three of each pattern planned for the session to club members. 
...and 4th Tuesday will be a youth tying night. This will be similar to the 
Ongoing Tying sessions but allow liberties in patterns, color combinations 
that let them experiment on their own. (They can learn the rules later). As 
above, club can provide tools for several but having own tools is recommend-
ed. Material will be provided. 

All classes will run from 6:30 to 8:30. These sessions are planned to con-
tinue at least through mid year. The nights may be adjusted  depending on 
participation.. Any changes will be in the DFC newsletter or through the 
fly shop. 
Once these are rolling, fly tying basics class usually consisting of 4 nights 
will be arranged for consecutive Thursdays. 
The patterns for this month’s Fly ongoing class are Arizona Peacock Lady 
and Mosquito Larva. As mentioned, material will be provided for the class 
but it you are filling stocking up you will need:
Peacock Lady:
Hook: 2XL Nymph hook. 12, 14,or 16
Tail: Golden Pheasant neck – natural or died Red
Hackle: Brown and Grizzly (sized for hooks. 
Rib: Copper Wire
Body: Peacock
Mosquito Larva: 
Hook: 18 to 22 Midge hook (straight shank)
Tail, Body and wing: Grizzly Hackle – size isn’t critical. We clip and strip 
these to finished shape. It is a good way to use those that are larger 
than typical dry fly. 

Bob Harrison
Harrn7963@aol.com
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Cleaning 
Fly LinesArticle submitted 

by our DFC Fishin' Bum Buddy,
John Mayer
jsmayer47@gmail.com   

According to Scientific Anglers there are a number of reasons fly-line should be cleaned. 
Exposure to heat (storage in a hot car), solvents found in insect repellents, sun screens, 
and some fly line floatants are just a few. Dirty water and casting practice in the back 
yard can really get your line dirty. Cleaning your line will reduce friction in the guides, 
reduce tangling and improve floatation. There are a number of products on the market 
to clean fly-line. Scientific Anglers and Glide are two that I use. Scientific Anglers has 
a specially designed cleaning pad. Pulling the line through this slightly abrasive pad 
cleans the fly-line. Then apply Scientific Angler’s fly-line dressing. You can buy the fly-
line dressing and the pad separately or as a kit. You can apply the dressing to wet fly-line 
while you are fishing. I carry a small bottle in my fly-fishing bag. LL Bean recommended 
using Umpqua cleaner/dresser box. Another fly fishers recommended "Wilson Creek 
Greased Lightening", it comes with a cleaning pad and he says it works great. If you 
clean your line often your line will have a dry slick finish (this is good).  
    There are other methods to clean fly-line. Wash your line with warm soapy water and 
apply a fly-line dressing you buy at the fly shop. Here are some methods they won’t tell 
you about in the fly shops. Wash the line with warm soapy water. Wipe the line with 
a cloth or sponge dampened with ArmorAll. Then wipe the line with a dry cloth and 
then reapply the ArmorAll. When you pull the line through the dry cloth apply a slight 
pressure. If you haven’t cleaned your line for a while you will not believe the dirt on the 
dry cloth. The ArmorAll method came from a fly fisher who lives on Vancouver Island, 
off the coast of British Columbia. He has used this method for three years with good 
results. Another fly fisher told me he cleans his line with vinegar and then uses Armor-
All. Another product used by one of our club members is 303 Protectant. He uses this 
instead of the ArmorAll. He says it stay on longer then ArmorAll. This one is from a 
fishing guide in the Florida Keys. He washes his line in warm soapy water and then he 
applies silicon. He uses the silicon the dive shops use to lubricate the O-ring on scuba 
diving equipment. He applies the silicon to the line and leaves it overnight to dry and 
then reels it back onto the reel.  
    After casting a dirty line, then cleaning and applying one of these conditioners you 
will not believe the difference in your fly line performance. As you can see there are a 
lot of ways to clean your fly line. These are only a few that I researched. The important 
thing is to keep your line clean.  
Remember: Catch and Release 

Cleaning 
Fly Lines
By Dick Michaelson

Payson Fly Caster Invitational
With Desert Fly Casters  - April 13, 2013

Thirteen Acres of Fishing Fun in Payson Arizona
1000 W. Country Club Drive, Payson AZ 85541 

Green Valley Park Lakes  •  Registration 7 AM – 10 AM

The main lake is 10 acres; smaller lakes are 2 acres and 1 acre, 
Float Tubes/Kick Boats are permitted with wet suites

Boating permitted sunrise to sunset, electric motor only
URBAN FISHING LICENSE IS REQUIRED

Lakes receive treated effluent; therefore full body contact is prohibited
All animals must be restrained by a leash

All other rules are posted

BBQ 12:30 to 1:15 PM
Limit 40 People, payment is your BBQ registration

Baby Back Ribs, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans and Beverage
Sign up and pay at the February meeting

$12.00

You are invited to visit the Northern County Historical Society and Zane Grey Cabin next to the lake. Payson has a great trail system,
 contact Parks & Recreation for more information 928-474-5242 Ex 7.

Sponsor: Gary Bedsworth – 928-970-1928; gbedsworth@aol.com.  Additional contacts Joe Miller jam@prairietriz.com; 
Gary Stull, President PFC fish_n_az@npgcable.com; Tom Herman herm85023@yahoo.com>,
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Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

See ya at the club meeting...

February 13, 2013

OUTINGS- 2013
Cinda Howard- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Charlie Rosser- Treasurer

Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Gentry Smith

Programs- Mike Yavello
Library

 Kristen Kyle
Retail - Larry Kivela

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
 John Mayer

Conservation- Joe Miller
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- 
Open, let us know if you are interested 

in filling this spot 
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Darin Taverna, Tom Horvath, James 
Thornton, David Hwang, Doc Nickel 

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2012 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

Dead Horse Outing - March 1-3, 2013
Host: Cinda Howard at: flyfishing201@gmail.com 

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
MARCH 13, 2013 

Elks Lodge located at 1775 West Chandler Boulevard in Chandler, Arizona 85224
The Lodge is just east of Dobson on the southwest corner of Chandler Boulevard and Pennington Street.

•••••REMINDER•••••
DFC Club Meetings are now at the ELKS!


